onhe community

QFUTURES Community Fund
Guidance & Criteria

Background

Quickline Broadband is a provider that brings fast and reliable broadband
services to rural areas. They utilize the latest broadband fechnology to ensure
high-speed internet access even in remote locations. Their mission is to leave no
connection behind, bridging the digital divide in rural communities.

QFUTURES is an initiative spearheaded by Quickline Communications Limited,
aimed at funding training and skills development opportunities for marginalised
communities. With a parficular emphasis on overcoming barriers to employment
through digital-focused interventions, this initiative underscores their unwavering
commitment to supporting local communities.

QFUTURES Community Fund is designed to support projects all across Kirklees,
empowering individuals through digital access and skills.

Funding
Grants of up to £5,000 will be awarded to eligible projects.

Eligibility
Projects eligible for funding should focus on the following areas:

1. Digital Skills Training: Projects that provide recognised fraining to enhance
digital literacy and skills.

2.Coding Clubs: Inifiatives that promote learning of computer programming
and related skills.

3.STEM Activities: Projects that promote Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) learning.

4. Parental Engagement: Inifiatives that involve parents or guardians in the
learning process to create a supportive environment for digital learning.




Target Groups

The fund aims to support projects targeting:

. Underrepresented groups

. Individuals facing barriers to employment
. Children and young people

. Women and Qirls

. Deprived areas

. Communities and families

Application

Interested parties should complete an application form outlining the project’s
objectives, target group, expected outcomes, and a comprehensive budget.

Please note that all projects should align with the fund’s purpose of addressing
digital barriers fo employment and promoting digital literacy in marginalised
communifies.

What We Don’t Fund

Activities we don’t fund including party political activity, promotion of religion,
replacement of statutory funding, projects cost that have already been paid for,
groups that have not complied with previous monitoring requirements, and
organisations that predominantly support animails.

Note: If a charity has qualified accounts, is under investigation by the Charity
Commission, or has an active warning on the Charity Commission Website, we will
not accept applications.

Assessments

Applications will be assessed based on their alignment with the fund’s purpose,
the potential impact on the target groups, and the feasibility of the project within
the proposed budget.




Reporting

Successful applicants will be required to provide interim progress reports detailing
the project’s achievements, challenges encountered, and the utilisation of the
grant funds. We will provide an annual progress report and select case studies
who have benefited. This will include an annual site visit.,

One community will attend the quarterly online review meetings with Quickline
and fellow community foundations.

Local Research

Through on-going local research, the themes applicants have raised as potential
projects are -

Tailored Job Placement Support: Offer personalised support in job placement, CV
building, interview preparation, and networking to ensure that participants are
well-equipped to overcome employment barriers and secure digital-focused
roles.

Mentorship Programs: Establish mentorship initiatives where experienced
professionals from digital industries and across various work forces can guide and
support individuals to upskill and develop. This could help in networking, skKill
development, and overall career growth.

Collaboration with Local Businesses: Partner with local businesses to create
intfernship opportunities for participants to gain real-world experience in a work
environment. This practical exposure could be invaluable for increasing
employment opportunities.

Community Workshops and Webinars: Conduct regular workshops and webinars
on various digital fopics to educate and upskill community memibers. These
sessions could cover anything from basic digital literacy to completing online day
courses which are certified.

Digital communications with older people, looking at using facetime, video
calling, social mediqa, scam awareness etc. To maintain communications with
family and relieve isolation and loneliness to a degree.

Working with the Visually Impaired to create a supportive, accessible environment
for those with a visual impairment to be able to access technology using a variety
of specialist software.




Developing a Tech Studio for visually impaired giving opportunities to try different
software, try before you buy.

What Documents do you need to Supply with your Application
Form?

Organisations who have NOT applied before or have NOT applied in the
last two years must supply:

. Your governing document / articles of association / constitution. Signed and
dated.

. A bank statement, in the name of your organisation, dated within the last
three months.

. Your latest set of accounts OR a cash flow document where this is not possible.

Organisations who HAVE applied in the last two years AND are NOT a
registered charity must supply:

. A bank statement, in the name of your organisation, dated within the last
three months.
. Your latest set of accounts OR a cash flow document where this is not possible.

Please submit your governing document / articles of association / constitution if
there have been any changes to it since your last application.

Organisations who HAVE applied in the last two years AND are a
registered charity must supply:

. A bank statement, in the name of your organisation, dated within the last
three months.

Please submit your governing document / articles of association / constitution if
there have been any changes to it since your last application.
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Any Questions?
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Please contact Elie@one-community.org.uk

1 May:
Final outcomes
report with
highlights from
the 3-year
programme

Please note, our officers can answer questions about the fund but they cannot
help you to write your application.




